26th January 2016

Japanese pole and line skipjack and albacore tuna
Marine Stewardship Council Certification
Certification Body: Acoura Marine Ltd

Notification of Proposed Peer Reviewers
Acoura Marine would like to nominate the following individuals as potential peer reviewers for this
fishery. They will review the Peer Review Draft Report as required under the MSC Principles & Criteria
for Sustainable Fishing. Below are their names and a short description of their relevant experience.
All stakeholders are now invited to provide comments on the suitability or otherwise of any of the
nominees. Any such comments must reach us by 17:00 GMT on 5th February 2016.
Please note: Any claim/s regarding the suitability or otherwise of the proposed peer reviewers for this
fishery assessment should be accompanied by objective evidence in support of the aforementioned
claim/s.
The MSC provides a set of guidelines and templates to assist in the transfer of information between
stakeholders and Certification Bodies. These should be used for any comments you wish to make on
this or any other stage of the assessment process and can be found here:
http://www.msc.org/documents/get-certified/stakeholders

Comments should be sent in the first instance to:
Acoura Fisheries Department
fisheries@acoura.com
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The proposed peer reviewers are:
Dr Max Stocker
Dr. Stocker is a scientist with over 35 years of extensive experience in fisheries science. He is currently
proprietor of Stocker & Associates Consultants conducting Marine Stewardship Council certification
projects. Since 2009 he has worked as a team member for both principles 1 and 3 on a number of tuna
and groundfish MSC assessments in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Dr. Stocker has conducted many
surveillance audits, several MSC peer reviews, and has also been involved in the development and
evaluation of new MSC P1 assessment methodology.
Dr. Stocker acted as marine fisheries consultant under contract with Fisheries and Oceans Canada
(DFO) to provide scientific advice on highly migratory species in the Pacific Ocean. He was the lead
Canadian scientist for highly migratory species for the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries
Commission (WCPFC) and the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC). He served as cochair of the Stock Assessment Working Group of the Scientific Committee of the WCPFC and chaired
the ISC Albacore Working Group.
From 1978-2006 Dr. Stocker held the position of research scientist with DFO at the Pacific Biological
Station conducting population dynamic studies, conducting peer reviewed stock assessments of many
marine species, and communicating results to fisheries managers and stakeholders. He authored and
co-authored over 90 scientific papers and reports, and made over 50 presentations in national and
international scientific meetings.
Dr. Stocker chaired the Pacific Scientific Advice Review Committee (PSARC) for many years and edited
and published over 30 advisory documents on the stock status of marine species and the implications
of harvest management on these stocks. Additionally, Dr. Stocker served as in-house stock assessment
consultant to the New Zealand Fishing Industry Board in the early 1990s conducting peer reviewed
stock assessments, participating in the peer review process, and advising the Board on inshore and
deepwater fisheries.

Kevin Mcloughlin
Kevin McLoughlin is a specialist fisheries consultant based in Australia with more than 30 years’
experience across a wide range of international and domestic fisheries science issues, with close links
to government policy. He represented the Australian Government on many committees and groups
such as fishery assessment groups, providing advice on a diverse range of fisheries and species
(including tuna, shark, various finfish, scallop and prawn). Work in assessment groups involved
assessment of target species, development of bycatch action plans and ecological risk assessments.
Mr McLoughlin was responsible for the production of annual status reports for Australian governmentmanaged fisheries for a number of years. Mr. McLoughlin was Australia’s delegate on scientific issues
at the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission and was Chair of the IOTC Working Party on Bycatch for several
years. Mr McLoughlin was also a delegate at meetings of the Commission for the Conservation of
Southern Bluefin Tuna led Australia’s delegation to 2006 scientific meetings of the Commission.

Mr McLoughlin has worked predominantly on Principle 1 aspects of MSC assessments but has also
undertaken Principle 2 and 3 work, as well as peer review and surveillance audits for several fisheries.
Kevin was a team member for the full assessment of the Fiji albacore longline fishery, Australia’s blue
grenadier fishery, as well as the Western Australia Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay prawn trawl fisheries.
He was a peer reviewer for the New Zealand albacore troll fishery and for the North and South Pacific
American Albacore Fishing Association fisheries and has undertaken surveillance audits for a number
of fisheries. Kevin is currently a member of teams assessing the Northeastern Tropical Pacific Purse
Seine Yellowfin and Skipjack Tuna Fishery, and the Tri Marine Western and Central Pacific Skipjack
and Yellowfin Tuna Fishery.
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