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Marine Stewardship Council Certification 

Certification Body: Acoura Marine Ltd. 

Notification of Proposed Peer Reviewers 

Acoura Marine nominate the individuals below as potential peer reviewers for this fishery.  They will 
review the Peer Review Draft Report as required under the MSC Principles & Criteria for Sustainable 
Fishing.  Below are their names and a short description of their relevant experience. Please note as this 
is a reduced re-assessment only one peer review from the short list below will be selected. 

All stakeholders are now invited to provide comments on the suitability or otherwise of any of the 
nominees.  Any such comments must reach us by 17:00 GMT on 25h February 2018. 

Please note:  Any claim/s regarding the suitability or otherwise of the proposed peer reviewers for this 
fishery assessment should be accompanied by objective evidence in support of the aforementioned 
claim/s.    

The MSC provides a set of guidelines and templates to assist in the transfer of information between 
stakeholders and Certification Bodies.  These should be used for any comments you wish to make on 
this or any other stage of the assessment process and can be found here: 

http://www.msc.org/documents/get-certified/stakeholders 

 

Comments should be sent in the first instance to:  

Acoura Marine Fisheries Department  

fisheries@acoura.com 

The proposed peer reviewers are: 

Tristan Southall  

Tristan Southall is an experienced fisheries assessor who has worked as both principles 2 and 3 expert 
on a number of previous MSC assessments, including the Scottish Pelagic assessments for both 
herring and mackerel. More recently Tristan led the IPSG Mackerel Assessment and has also been 
involved in the development and trialling of a new MSC assessment methodology, based on risk 
analysis, for use in data deficient situations. 
When not assessing the sustainability of fisheries Tristan specialises in fishing and marine industry 
consultancy, combining detailed understanding of marine ecosystems with broad experience of fishing 
and aquaculture industry systems, infrastructure and management. This provides him with an informed 
position which balances the needs of marine ecosystems, biodiversity and wider environment with the 
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practicalities of the industry operation. Bridging these two important areas enables sustainably-minded 
consultancy, able to interpret and advise upon the impacts of different management decisions on both 
marine ecosystems and economics.  
Tristan’s professional experience also includes the evaluation of fisheries on sub-sea environments, 
analysis of fishery and fleet performance, and a wide range of fisheries and aquaculture planning and 
management studies, all of which seek to combine both socio-economic and environmental 
perspectives. Tristan has recently coordinated EU fisheries training and promotion activities – covering 
all aspects of sustainable fisheries management and control. 
Tristan has passed MSC training and has no Conflict of Interest in relation to this fishery.  Full CV 
available upon request 

 

Andrew Payne 

Dr Andrew I.L. Payne is an honours graduate of the University of London and completed post-graduate 
degrees at the Universities of Stellenbosch and Port Elizabeth in South Africa. He worked in Namibia 
for five years, South Africa for 25 years (eventually leaving in 2000 as Director of the Sea Fisheries 
Research Institute), and retired in 2013 from the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Science (Cefas), UK, where he was first Science Area Head for Fisheries and then ""roving"" 
international fisheries consultant in which role he inter alia managed a large commercial contract 
evaluating sites for future nuclear power stations to be built in the UK, and the Fisheries Science 
Partnership, an initiative bringing scientists and fishers together in a common aim to produce 
information of use to those charged with managing Europe's fish stocks. Most of his research work was 
conducted in South Africa, and he has published widely in the scientific literature, mainly about fisheries 
management and demersal fish in particular. He was an active player in the Benguela Ecology 
Programme, was involved in drafting South Africa's first democratic fisheries policy (which later became 
enshrined as the Marine Living Resources Act), and was a leading player in the establishment of the 
Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem project and the BENguela Environment, Fisheries, 
Interaction, and Training (BENEFIT) project, the latter two concentrating on three countries, Angola, 
Namibia and South Africa. From 2003 to 2011, he was Editor-in-Chief (and from 2000 to 2003 editor) 
of the ICES Journal of Marine Science, was the founding editor/editor-in-chief (and now international 
panel member) of the (South) African Journal of Marine Science, and is Series editor of the Springer 
book series Humanity and the Seas.  

He has also conducted peer expert review of fisheries in Argentina, South Africa and the USA, and was 
involved in the EU's TACIS project on Sustainable Management of Caspian Fisheries, among other EU 
projects. He has conducted several accreditation reviews for the Marine Stewardship Council, full ones 
being for the Antarctic krill continuous pumping fishery (AkerBiomarine; twice, the second being a 
recertification assessment), a similar one for a separate Norwegian midwater trawl fishery for Antarctic 
krill, and another one for Russian pollock, has acted as expert peer reviewer of the report on US Limited 
Entry Groundfish Trawl fishery recertification and for SA deepsea hake trawl fishery recertification, has 
led or participated in several surveillance audits for different fisheries and CABs, and has twice acted 
as condition-meeting evaluator for the client for the SA deepsea hake trawl fishery. Recently too, he 
was part of a three-man international team that formally evaluated the ICCAT Bluefin tuna research 
programme. Finally, he has personally written/edited one book − ""Oceans of Life off Southern Africa"", 
and lead-edited and contributed to two more − ""Management of Shared Fish Stocks"", and ""Advances 
in Fisheries Science; 50 years on from Beverton and Holt"", the latter two both for Cefas, and provides 
editorial services (including formal instruction courses in scientific writing) for a variety of clients. 

Andy has passed MSC training and has no Conflict of Interest in relation to this fishery. Full CV available 
upon request" 


