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MSC Notice of Suspension Template V1.1, CU version 1.2 (1st May 2020) 

 

1 Marine Stewardship Council Notice of suspension 
 

Table 1 – Notice of suspension 

1 Fishery name 

 

Northeastern Tropical Pacific Purse Seine yellowfin and skipjack tuna fishery. 
 
NOTE this notice of suspension applies to only the following UoAs: 

UoC Stock/Species 
Location 

(same for all units) 
Method of Capture 

3 
ETPO skipjack tuna, 

Katsuwonus pelamis 

Mexican EEZ and greater 
Eastern Tropical Pacific 
Ocean (ETPO), within 
FAO 77 and the IATTC 

management zone with 
scope defined by the 
Antigua Convention. 

Purse seine vessels > 363mt hold capacity, 
dolphin-associated sets 

4 
ETPO skipjack tuna, 

Katsuwonus pelamis 

Purse seine vessels > 363mt hold capacity, 
unassociated sets 

Client Group 

The UoC is equivalent to the UoA and includes only vessels that are members of the 
Pacific Alliance for Sustainable Tuna (PAST), referred to as the Alliance, with catches from 
vessels greater than 363 mt (400 short tons) hold carrying capacity or equivalent in cubic 
meters, licensed by Mexico, using purse seine gear, fishing within the Mexican EEZ and 
the IATTC management area defined by the Antigua Convention.  

There are 34 purse seine vessels within the PAST catching yellowfin and skipjack tuna The 
PAST represented three companies (Grupomar, Pesca Azteca and Procesa Chiapas). The 
three companies are vertically integrated in their harvesting, processing and marketing 
operations; supply domestic and foreign markets (see: 
http://www.pacifictunaalliance.org/). 

Other eligible 
fishers 

The UoC includes only the current members of the PAST, so there are no other eligible 
fishers. 

 

2 CAB 

 Control Union (UK) Ltd  

3 Date of the Notice of Suspension 

 15th February 2021 

4 Effective date of the fishery suspension 

 Wednesday, 17 March 2021 

5 The reason for the fishery suspension 

http://www.pacifictunaalliance.org/


 

3 
MSC Notice of Suspension Template V1.1, CU version 1.2 (1st May 2020) 

 

The following clause applies to this fishery: 
 
GCR 2.4.1 - 7.4.2 - A CAB shall suspend a fishery certificate if a client: 
f. Requests to enter a period of self-suspension. 

6 
If the fishery is suspended for no longer conforming to the MSC Fisheries Standard (GCR Section 7.4), which 
Performance Indicators are affected (please include summary explanation)?  

 N/A 

7 
If the fishery is suspended for not making adequate progress towards addressing conditions (GCR Section 
7.4), which condition(s) and Performance Indicators are affected? 

 N/A 

8 Statement on implications for selling fish caught as MSC certified/making claims after suspension date   

 

The suspension requires that the certificate holder not sell any fish caught as MSC-certified after the 
effective date of suspension (Wednesday, 17 March 2021) until such time that the self-suspension is lifted. 
To comply with this requirement, the fishery is not eligible to use the MSC ecolabel (GCR 2.4.1 - 7.4.3) 
beyond this date. 
 
The CAB hereby instruct the client:  
i. Not to sell any fish caught on or after the date of suspension as MSC certified.  

ii. Fish caught prior to the date of suspension may continue to be sold after the date of suspension as 
MSC certified if the CAB is able to confirm the client’s ability to segregate fish based on date of capture in 
conformance with GCR 2.4.1 - 7.4.3.c.  

• To advise client group members of the suspension.  

• To advise existing customers in writing of the suspension within 4 days of this Notice of 
Suspension.  

• To keep records of advice to customers. 

• Not to make any claims of MSC certification on or after the date of suspension. 

 


