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Marine Stewardship Council variation request

Table 1 – Variation request
1

Date submitted to the MSC
2020-07-28

2

CAB
DNV GL Business Assurance

3

Fishery name and certificate number or CoC certificate number
Greenland lumpfish fishery

4

Lead auditor or program manager
Sandhya Chaudhury

5

Request prepared by
Sandhya Chaudhury

6

Scheme requirement(s) for which variation requested
7.29.4 The CAB shall announce an expedited audit, if triggered, within 30 days of becoming aware of
changes to the circumstances of the fishery, or of new information that may cause a ‘material difference’ as
defined in 7.20.6.c.(7.29.1)
FCP v.2.2 clause 7.29.1 The CAB shall complete an expedited audit if the CAB becomes aware of changes
to the circumstances of the fishery and/or of new information that may cause
a. A PI score falling below 60.
b. A Principle score falling below an agregate 80 score due to the changes to the score of one or
more PI’s.

7

How many times has a variation for this requirement been accepted for the same assessment of the same
fishery?
None
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Table 2 – Variation justification
1

Proposed variation
Delay the triggering of an expedited audit on Greenland lumpfish fishery until 08th September 2020 – 60
days instead of the required 30 days after new information was identified and confirmed.

2

3

Additional time requested
Original deadline date

08 August 2020

Modified deadline date requested

08 September 2020

Length of additional time requested

30 days.

Justification
The Greenland lumpfish fishery for, the 2020 season, took place in March-June (incl) and regulations (inter
alia TAC) were issued according to the Management Plan prior to the fishery start. In late June DNV GL
became aware of a derogation issued for the last few weeks of the fishing season, an increase of the TAC
by 14% (163 t roe) as a TAC transfer from unharvested quota in 2019. DNV GL requested the Client
‘Sustainable Fisheries Greenland’ to provide background information and received responses on 8 July.
The Greenland lumpfish fishery has had a TAC transfer for the 2020 fishing season. The transfer of TAC is
not covered by the present management plan which was reviewed at the last on-site meeting in September
2019. The CAB was made aware of this transfer on the 4th of June 2020 and initiated communication with
the client for confirmation and clarification. The confirmation of the TAC transfer was received from the client
on 08th July 2020.
There have been several rounds of communication with the client and subsequent evaluation meetings
between the Team Leader and the Principle expert for this fishery assessment, both by email and TEAMS
meetings. Clarifications have been presented regarding the TAC transfer and the stock. To evaluate if this
new information does have an effect on material outcome which is not temporary the team has requested
further clarifications and assurance on the management plan. Clients submission on this will have to be
corroborated by the relevant authorities. The triggering of an expedited audit will then depend on evaluation
of this information, once received.
As per requirements the expedited audit should be announced by 08.08.2020. The extension is requested
on consultation with the Principle expert and based on the Covid-19 situation and its general effect on total
workload as well as the summer holiday season affecting the different parties, as also access to all
information required for an evaluation to trigger the expedited audit.

4

If a fishery assessment, implications for assessment
The fishery is ongoing reassessment- the Public Comment Draft Report was published on 02 April 2020 and
the Final Report is scheduled to be published in November 2020 (Covid 19 derogation extension). This
Variation Request has no implication on the reassessment process deadlines.

5

If a fishery assessment, mitigation of the implications for assessment
NA

6

If a fishery assessment, how many conditions does the fishery have and will their progress be affected
(positive or negative)?
The PCDR specifies 5 conditions and 3 recommendations for this fishery. Their progress will not be affected
by this Variation Request.
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4

What is the status of the current assessment or audit?
The Greenland lumpfish certificate expires 13 February 2021 based on the certification date of 13 August
2015 and the COVID-19 extension of 6 months. The certificate is under reassessment. The fourth
surveillance audit report was published on 12th November 2019. The next scheduled audit (first surveillance)
will be around January 2022. There is no surveillance audit planned for 2020 and 2021. The reassessment
report will be published in February 2021.

8

Further comments
NA

9

If applicable, additional information added after the MSC’s request
NA
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Template information and copyright

This document was drafted using the ‘MSC Variation Request Form v3.1’.
The Marine Stewardship Council’s ‘MSC Variation Request Form’ and its content is copyright of “Marine Stewardship
Council” - © “Marine Stewardship Council” 2019. All rights reserved.
Template version control
Version

Date of publication

Description of amendment

1.0

1 January 2011

Date of application

1.1

24 October 2011

Updated to include a confidential information section

1.2

10 January 2012

Updated to include more detailed instructions on confidential
information section

1.3

14 January 2013

Updated in line with requirements in MSC Certification
Requirements v1.3, including P2 to P1 ‘expedited audit’

2.0

08 October 2014

Updates in line with release of Fisheries Certification Requirements
v2.0

2.1

04 October 2016

Updated contact information

3.0

17 December 2018

3.1

28 March 2019

Release alongside Fisheries Certification Process v2.1
Non-substantive changes to improve clarity and usability

A controlled document list of MSC program documents is available on the MSC website (msc.org)
Senior Policy Manager
Marine Stewardship Council
Marine House
1 Snow Hill
London EC1A 2DH
United Kingdom
Phone: + 44 (0) 20 7246 8900
Fax: + 44 (0) 20 7246 8901
Email: standards@msc.org
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About DNV GL
DNV GL is one of the world’s leading certification bodies. We
help businesses manage risk and assure the performance of
their organizations, products, people, facilities and supply
chains through certification, verification, assessment and
training services across a wide range of industries.
In the food and beverage industry, we help customers
worldwide to achieve excellence in food safety and quality,
environmental management, supply chain management and
product sustainability. We combine technical, digital and
industry expertise to empower companies’ decisions and
actions.
With origins stretching back to 1864 and operations in more
than 100 countries, our experts are dedicated to helping
customers make the world safer, smarter and greener.
dnvgl.com/assurance
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