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1 Introduction 

This template details the information required from Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs) when formally announcing 

the entry of a fishery into assessment or into reassessment and will be published on the MSC website. Additional 

information that needs to be submitted to the MSC database in line with FCP v2.1 Section 7.12 and 7.13.1: 

 

• Announcement Comment Draft Report 

• Completed client document checklist. 

• Pre-assessment report (if one exists and was written by CAB doing full assessment, otherwise the CAB should 

inform the MSC of the report’s author). 

• Indicative assessment timeline. 

Please complete all unshaded fields. All notes and guidance indicated in italics, please delete and replace with your 

specific information. All grey boxes containing instructions may be deleted, e.g. the ‘Introduction’ section. 
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Marine Stewardship Council fishery announcement 

 

Table 1 – Fishery announcement 

1 Fishery name 

 
- Southern Indian Ocean Saint Paul Rock Lobster Fishery 

2 Assessment number 

 
- Initial assessment 

3 Reduced reassessment (Yes/No) 

 
- N/A. 

4 Statement that the fishery is within scope 

 

CU Pesca confirms that the fishery under assessment is within the scope of the MSC Fisheries Standard (7.4 

of the MSC Fisheries Certification Process v2.1): 

• The target species is not an amphibian, reptile, bird or mammal; 

• The fishery does not use poisons or explosives; 

• The fishery is not conducted under a controversial unilateral exemption to an international 

agreement; 

• The client or client group does not include an entity that has been successfully prosecuted for a 

forced or child labour violation in the last 2 years; 

• The fishery has in place a mechanism for resolving disputes, and disputes do not overwhelm the 

fishery; 

• The fishery is not an enhanced fishery as per the MSC FCP 7.4.6; and 

• The fishery is not an introduced species-based fishery as per the MSC FCP 7.4.7. 

CU Pesca confirms that the client group has submitted the completed ‘Certificate Holder Forced and Child 

Labour Policies, Practices and Measures Template’ prior to the start of this assessment.  

5 Unit(s) of Assessment - UoA(s) 

 

The Unit of Assessment (UoA) is as follows: 

Species Saint Paul rock lobster (Jasus paulensis) 

Stock Saint Paul rock lobster 
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Geographical range of fishery Saint Paul and Amsterdam (FAO 51) 

Harvest method / gear Pots 

Client group SAPMER and Armas Pêche, including the single 
vessel, the ‘Austral II’ with associated dories (canots 
and caseyeurs) 

Other eligible fishers None 
 

6 Certificate sharing statement  

 
- N/A, there are no other eligible fishers 

7 Name of proposed team leader 

 

- Chrissie Sieben 

Chrissie has a Master’s Degree in Marine Environmental Protection which she obtained at the University of 

Wales, Bangor, and specialises in marine and fisheries ecology, marine environmental impact assessments 

and sustainable fisheries. She was the MSC Fisheries Scheme Manager at ME Certification Ltd (which later 

became CU Pesca) up until December 2018. Previous to joining MEC, she worked as a fisheries consultant 

and marine ecologist on UK-based and international projects.  Chrissie is now an independent assessor with 

over eight years’ experience with the MSC certification requirements and has acted as team leader and P2 

assessor on a range of preassessments, surveillance audits and full assessments of demersal and pelagic 

fisheries in the, the Mediterranean, as well as the Atlantic, Indian, Southern, and Pacific Oceans. She also 

regularly participates in MSC training sessions and workshops. Chrissie speaks fluent French and Dutch in 

addition to English. She will act as the Team Leader for this assessment and will be responsible for Principle 

2.  Chrissie has successfully completed the MSC online training on the application of the Risk-Based 

Framework (RBF), FCRv2.0 and FCPv2.1.  

With over 10 years’ experience in marine fisheries ecology, she meets the following criterion in Table PC3: 

Fishing impacts on aquatic ecosystems. Chrissie has completed the MSC online Traceability training and 

previously worked as a Chain of Custody auditor for MEP. She therefore meets the Table PC3 criterion: 

Understanding the CoC Standard and CoC Certification Requirements. There are no conflicts of interest in 

relation to the fishery under assessment.  

8 Name(s) of proposed team members 

 

- Dr. Johan Groeneveld 

Dr. Groeneveld is a marine biologist with 25 years’ experience working in marine fisheries and their impacts 

on target and bycatch species, and on marine environments. He obtained a PhD in marine ecology in 2001 

at the University of Cape Town in South Africa, and currently works as a Senior Scientist at the Oceanographic 

Research Institute (ORI) in Durban, where he is also an Honorary Professor at the University of KwaZulu Natal. 

His previous experience includes 12 years as a government scientist tasked with applied fisheries research 

and management of commercial spiny lobster fisheries in South Africa (1995-2006). He spent 2 years as a 

specialist fisheries advisor to the fisheries ministry in the Sultanate of Oman (2006-2008) before joining ORI 

in 2008. As an applied fisheries scientist, he regularly undertakes consulting projects for the private sector, 

including for the fishing industry and clients such as Control Union Pesca, World Bank, UNEP, and the FAO. 

Johan first worked on MSC certification projects in 2009, and has since then participated in MSC pre-
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assessments, full assessments, peer-reviews and surveillance audits of bottom trawl fisheries, lobster trap 

fisheries and pelagic longline fisheries in the Western Indian Ocean, SE Atlantic, Caribbean and elsewhere. 

He has been a member of the MSC peer-review college since 2018. As an academic, Johan has an extensive 

publication record in the peer-reviewed literature and is also on the editorial board of the journals ‘Fisheries 

Research’, and ‘Western Indian Ocean Journal of Marine Science’. Apart from outputs in the primary 

literature, he has written, or contributed to numerous technical reports dealing with fisheries assessments, 

marine environmental management and research capacity development. Dr. Groeneveld meets the Table 

PC3 requirements on Fish stock assessment. He will be responsible for the assessment of Principle 1. Dr. 

Groeneveld has also completed the required MSC Fishery Team Member v2.0 training modules, qualifying 

him as a team member. There are no conflicts of interest in relation to the fishery under assessment. 

- Dr. Sophie des Clers 

Sophie is an independent scientific expert in fisheries management systems. She is a qualified MSC auditor 

and a member of the MSC peer review college. She has over 30 years' experience in the formulation, 

monitoring, and evaluation of fisheries and aquaculture projects to build management capacity in the public 

and the private sector. Sophie is trained in databases, applied statistics, population dynamics, economics, 

law and public policy and has a PhD in Biometrics and a Master’s degree in Public Policy. Her past research 

and consultancy projects have taken her to fishing ports around the UK, EU, Norway, Africa, the North Sea, 

Mediterranean, Atlantic, Pacific, Indian oceans and the Caribbean. She has been involved in a number of 

previous MSC assessments and pre-assessments including lobster, cod, haddock, saithe, sole, herring, blue 

whiting, sardine, whelks (within the EU) and tuna and billfish fisheries. Sophie meets the following 

competency criteria in Table PC3: Fishery management and operations. She has also completed the required 

Fishery Team member MSC training modules for the V2.0 Fisheries Certification Requirements. Sophie will 

be responsible for the assessment of Principle 3. There are no conflicts of interest in relation to the fishery 

under assessment.  

9 Stakeholder opportunities 

 

Stakeholders are encouraged to provide comments on the Announcement Comment Draft Report (ACDR) 

published on the MSC website for this fishery. Written submissions must be made through the “MSC 

Template for Stakeholder Input into Fishery Assessments v3.0” available for download here:  

https://www.msc.org/for-business/certification-bodies/supporting-documents/1.  

All team members will be available to meet with stakeholders either in person or remotely during the site 

visit, which is currently scheduled for the week of the 14th October 2019 in Le Port, Réunion.  

Please note that CU Pesca will accept stakeholder input only if submitted using the aforementioned 

template, or if raised at the site visit (in person or remotely). 

10 Assessment tree to be used 

 
The default assessment tree will be used for this assessment.  

11 Estimated timeline 

 

A predicted timeline is provided below, please note that a separate assessment timeline for this assessment 

is also available on the MSC website.  

https://www.msc.org/for-business/certification-bodies/supporting-documents/1
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- ACDR publication and announcement: 8 August 2019 

- Site visit: 14 – 18 October 2019 

- Client & Peer Review Draft Report (C&PRDR) publication: January 2020 

- Public Comment Draft Report (PCDR) publication: March 2020 

- Final Report (FR) publication: April 2020 

Certification decision: May 2020 

12 Site visit 

 

All members of the CU Pesca assessment team will be available to meet stakeholders either in person or 

remotely during the site visit, which is scheduled to take place between the 14th and 18th October in Le Port, 

Réunion. 

CU Pesca would like to encourage any stakeholder with knowledge relating to this fishery to participate in 

the site visit meetings, be it in person, or remotely. 

A key purpose of the site visit is to collect information and to speak to stakeholders with an interest in the 

fishery.  For those parts of the assessment involving the MSC’s RBF see http://www.msc.org/about-

us/standards/methodologies/fam/msc-risk-based-framework, Please note we will be using a stakeholder-

driven, qualitative analysis during the site visit.  To achieve a robust outcome from this consultative 

approach, we rely heavily on participation of a broad range of stakeholders with a balance of knowledge of 

the fishery.  We encourage any stakeholders with experience or knowledge of the fishery to participate in 

these meetings. (FCP v2.1 7.12.3 and Annex PF2.3.2) 

 

CU Pesca would like to welcome anyone who would like to participate in the site visit. All interested stakeholders are 

encouraged to contact Chrissie Sieben (csieben@controlunion.com) or Henry Ernst (Hernst@controlunion.com) by 

email, telephone or post at the below number and address: 

Control Union Pesca Ltd.  

56 High Street 

Lymington 

SO41 9AH 

United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 (0)1590 613007 

Fax: +44 (0)1590 671573 

 

Should any stakeholder wish to meet the team in person, this can be arranged. Remote meetings can also be arranged 

via telephone conferencing or Skype, or written submissions made to the above mentioned email addresses. 

Please note that comments should be factual and should be supported by data or other evidence. Comments may 

remain unattributed. Furthermore, information that cannot be shared with any other stakeholder will not be 

referenced in the assessment and cannot be used in determining the outcome of the fishery’s assessment nor used as 

a basis for an objection. Information can be kept confidential if it is restricted to financial transactions about 

certification, the financial affairs of individual companies or information that may lead to this information being 

http://www.msc.org/about-us/standards/methodologies/fam/msc-risk-based-framework
http://www.msc.org/about-us/standards/methodologies/fam/msc-risk-based-framework
mailto:csieben@controlunion.com
mailto:Hernst@controlunion.com
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known, or information that is the subject of relevant national privacy or data protection legislation in the assessed 

fishery’s country. 

Submitted by: Charlotte Todd 

Date: 8th August 2019 

Deadline for stakeholder comment: 6th October 2019 at 17:00 GMT 
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Appendix 1: Summaries of CVs of team leader and team members 
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