
 
8th May 2017 

Peer Reviewer Shortlist Consultation for the Fiji albacore tuna 

longline fishery 

The MSC’s Peer Review College has compiled a shortlist of potential peer reviewers to undertake the 

peer review for Fiji albacore tuna longline fishery, which is in re-assessment process with the 

Conformity Assessment Body Acoura Marine Ltd. Two peer reviewers will be selected from the 

following list: 

 Tristan Southall 

 Sandra Diamond  

 Carola Kirchner 

 Max Stocker 

 Chris Grieve 
 

A summary of their experience and qualifications is included on the following pages. Full CVs are 

available on request by email to the Peer Review College.  

Interested stakeholders are encouraged to submit comments on potential conflicts of interest of the 

short-listed reviewers with the fishery to the Peer Review College by email, telephone or post at the 

number and address below. 

Please note that this peer review is being undertaken as part of a pilot project to test the 

effectiveness and efficiency of the system, before it is launched for all MSC fisheries in early 2017. 

For further details on the pilot and background to the Peer Review College, please visit the MSC’s 

Program Improvements website. 

Peer Review College, 

MSC, 

1-3 Snow Hill, 

London 

EC1A 2DH 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7246 8941 

Email: PeerReviewCollege@msc.org  

The deadline for responses to the consultation is 17:00 GMT, 10 days from the publication date of 

this announcement on the MSC’s website. 

 

https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/pna-western-and-central-pacific-skipjack-and-yellowfin-unassociated-non-fad-set-tuna-purse-seine/@@assessments
mailto:PeerReviewCollege@msc.org
https://improvements.msc.org/database/peer-review-college
mailto:PeerReviewCollege@msc.org


 

 

 

Tristan Southall 

Tristan Southall is an experienced fishery industry analyst, with broad experience of industry 

structures, fishing and fisheries infrastructure, and the legal and fisheries management dimensions 

of the Common Fisheries Policy. Tristan has participated in a number of MSC full assessments 

undertaken by FCI both as a team member and as team leader. Tristan holds degrees in Marine 

Biology from Newcastle University and Marine Resource Development and Protection, from Heriot-

Watt University both in the UK, and combines these strong academic credentials with extensive 

experience of real-world practical application. Tristan has a wide range of professional experience in 

the planning, management and evaluation of aquaculture, fisheries, marine industry and rural 

development projects, from both socio-economic and environmental perspectives. His consultancy 

expertise includes project management and evaluation, feasibility studies, economic appraisal, 

environmental and sustainability assessment, environmental economics, social impact studies, and 

coastal zone planning and management. In addition Tristan has coordinated EU fisheries training and 

promotion activities – covering all aspects of sustainable fisheries management and control. He is 

based on the West Coast of Scotland 

Sandra Diamond 

Sandra has a PhD in Fisheries Ecology from North Carolina State University in 1999, after working for 

the California Department of Fish and Game as a Marine Biologist for 7 years. In 1998, began 

working as an academic staff member at Texas Tech University, reaching the level of Associate 

Professor in 2005. Sandra has been at UWS since 2007, first as a Research Associate, then as a 

Lecturer and a Senior Lecturer. 

 

Carola Kirchner 

Dr Carola Kirchner is an independent Fisheries Consultant with highly diverse fisheries experience of 

22 years, of which she worked 18 years in the Ministry of Fisheries in Namibia. She worked on 

linefish species (data poor fisheries) where she was involved with biology, data collection and 

outlining of fisheries regulations for recreational fishers based on length based stock assessment 

methods. Moreover, she did age-structured stock assessments for all commercial species in Namibia 

(Orange roughy, Hake, Monk, Sardine, Seals and Horse Mackerel). She is familiar with purse-seine, 

midwater trawling and bottom trawling fishing methods. For at least 10 years she was responsible 

for advising management on the sustainable utilization of all commercial resources and the risks 

attached to these harvesting levels. She designed management procedures and harvest control rules 

for most of these species. Dr Kirchner is familiar with tuna biology, stock assessment and 

management through participating in ICCAT meetings. Likewise, she contributed in the Ecosystem 

Approach to Fisheries steered by the Benguela Current Commission. During 2014-2015 Dr Kirchner 

worked on contract in the stock assessment and modelling section at the Secretariat of the Pacific 

Community, where her main role was to support the Parties of the Nauru agreement (PNA) 

members to maintain the compliance to the MSC certification. In addition, she was working on a 

regional bio-economic model that aims to evaluate and optimize the various fishing activities and 

includes all four major tuna resources in the Pacific as in Skipjack, Yellowfin, Bigeye and Albacore 

tuna. Dr Kirchner has completed an MBA in 2010, where all her projects were focused on the fishing 



 

industry and her thesis involved the estimation of resource rent, fisheries policies and bio-economic 

modelling of Namibian hake. Dr Kirchner is one of the authors of 30 peer-reviewed publications, 13 

of which she has first authorship. These publications range from biology, stock dynamics, 

environmental indices, stock assessment, fisheries management, fisheries policies, economics and 

bio-economics of various species. 

Max Stocker 

Dr. Stocker is a scientist with over 30 years of extensive experience in fisheries science. He is 

currently proprietor of Stocker & Associates Consultants conducting Marine Stewardship Council 

certification projects. 

Dr. Stocker acted as marine fisheries consultant under contract with Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

(DFO) to provide scientific advice on highly migratory species in the Pacific Ocean. He was the lead 

Canadian scientist for highly migratory species for the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 

Commission (WCPFC) and the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC). He served as co-

chair of the Stock Assessment Working Group of the Scientific Committee of the WCPFC and chaired 

the ISC Albacore Working Group. 

From 1978-2006 Dr. Stocker held the position of research scientist with DFO at the Pacific biological 

Station conducting population dynamic studies, conducting peer reviewed stock assessments of 

many marine species, and communicating results to fisheries managers and stakeholders. He 

authored and co-authored over 90 scientific papers and reports, and made over 50 presentations in 

national and international scientific meetings. 

Dr. Stocker chaired the Pacific Scientific Advice Review Committee (PSARC) for many years and 

edited and published over 30 advisory documents on the stock status of marine species and the 

implications of harvest management on these stocks. Additionally, Dr. Stocker served as in-house 

stock assessment consultant to the New Zealand Fishing Industry Board in the early 1990s 

conducting peer reviewed stock assessments, participating in the peer review process, and advising 

the Board on inshore and deepwater fisheries. 

 

Chris Grieve 

Chris has 25+ years experience in fisheries management and policy-making from local to global 

levels. First as research assistant to Australian stock assessment scientists, then the manager of 

complex Australian demersal and mid-water trawl, dredge and small pelagics fisheries. She moved to 

the UK in 2000 to lead the Sustainable Fisheries Policy Research Programme for the Institute for 

European Environmental Policy where the vision was to influence change in the EU’s Common 

Fisheries Policy. In 2002, Chris became the International Policy Director for the Marine Stewardship 

Council (MSC), responsible for leading the MSC’s work on standards, certification and accreditation, 

governing bodies and developing world fisheries. Chris’s role evolved to Associate Director between 

2005 and 2010 after she established Meridian Prime as a consulting company with a diverse 

portfolio of work. Chris led and participated in work on the development, evolution and 

implementation of the MSC standard, fisheries assessment methodology and certification 

requirements. She has also led and participated in sustainable fisheries-related projects for client 

organisations in the UK, across Europe and the USA. Chris’s work has been published in peer 

reviewed journals and in the grey literature. Over the last two and half decades Chris has also 

written and contributed to hundreds of fisheries management-related policy and quasi-legal 



 

documents (e.g., fisheries management plans, bycatch management plans, and environmental 

impact policies) for governments, politicians, NGOs, industry and science organisations. Chris is a 

member of the Board of Directors for WOCAN (an international non-profit focusing on gender 

equality in natural resource management in the global south) and on the Advisory Board of Ocean 

Outcomes (a US-based non-profit focusing on sustainable fisheries). Chris was a founding Trustee 

and Vice Chair of the ISEAL Alliance, the global sustainability standards organization; and was a 

statutory-appointed member of two Australian fisheries management public boards. 


