Marine Stewardship Council

Billy Hynes

Acoura Marine

6 Redheughs Rigg
Edinburgh

United Kingdom
EH12 9DQ

Sent by email
Date: 24/02/2017

Subject: Request for variation to the MSC Certification Requirement v2.0 FCR-7.3.4 for NFA Norwegian Ling &
Tusk and NFA Norwegian Lumpfish

Dear Billy Hynes,

| write with reference to your submission on 10/02/2017 of a request for variation to the MSC Certification
Requirement (CR) to allow:

To publish the PCDR by the 31st May 2017 rather than the 14th April as per 2.0 assessment timelines.
As you are aware, the CR procedures relating to v2.0 FCR-7.3.4 state:

If the period from full assessment announcement to the receipt of the Public Comment Draft Report by the
MSC exceeds 9 months the CAB shall:

Within 5 days of the 9 month deadline, provide the MSC with a statement for posting on the MSC website
requesting, for a period of 30 days, stakeholder submission of any new information relating to the fishery
that the team should consider in the assessment of the fishery.

Directly notify stakeholders participating in the fishery assessment of the opportunity to submit new
information relating to the fishery that the team should consider in the assessment of the fishery.
Following the 30 day period within which stakeholders have the opportunity to submit new information
a.Review any new information provided.

b.Review the outcomes of any scoring of the fishery previously undertaken against the most recent version
of the MSC Certification Requirements.

c.Bssess new information following all steps from scoring the fishery (7.10) to peer review (7.14) against the
most recent version of the MSC Fisheries Certification Requirements.

i.Mhe team may limit the scope of this assessment to the re-scoring of those Pls for which there is new
information and for which the requirements have changed in the most recent version of the MSC
Certification Requirements

These are integral to ensuring all MSC accredited Conformity Assessment Bodies operate in a consistent and
transparent manner. The MSC intends that these requirements be met across all fisheries and CoC certificate
holders, except in exceptional, well-justified circumstances, as part of the MSC programme.

MSC notes the factors presented supporting your request, including:

e Personal circumstances on the assessment team stalled the assessment for 2 months.
¢ The delay will not impact the outcome of the assessment.

Given the rationale provided, the MSC is willing to grant a variation to the CR in this case subject to the
following conditions:

¢ Evidence of progress can be provided.
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Marine Stewardship Council

If you have any questions regarding this response, please do not hesitate to contact the relevant Fisheries
Assessment Manager for this fishery.

Marine Stewardship Council
cc: Accreditation Services International
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