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Principle 1 v2.0 assessment upgrade process 

Introduction 

1. Scope 

1.1. The requirements of this annex shall apply only to Principle 1 assessment upgrade of 
tuna fisheries currently certified against v1.3 of the MSC Fisheries Standard (as per 
Appendix A of the MSC’s variation response).   

2. Assessment team 

2.1. The team shall comprise of a team leader and a minimum of 1 additional team member, 
that meet the qualifications and competency requirements relevant to Principle 1, 
specifically that the team leader shall meet Table PC1; team members meet table PC2; 
and combined they meet sections 1 (Fish stock assessment), 2 (Fish stock biology / 
ecology) and 5 (Current knowledge of the country, language and local fishery context) of 
table PC3.  

3. Announcement 

3.1. The CAB shall use the ‘MSC Surveillance Announcement Template’, which shall be 
uploaded to the MSC database for publication on the MSC website, to notify stakeholders 
and the MSC of the CAB’s intent to undertake a Principle 1 v2.0 assessment upgrade at 
the next surveillance audit. 

3.2. The CAB shall include the following information in the announcement: 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

3.3. The CAB shall upload the Announcement to the MSC database for publication on the 
MSC website at least 30 days before the Principle 1 v2.0 assessment upgrade on site or 
offsite audit is carried out. 

4. Assessment 

4.1. The CAB shall conduct the Principle 1 v2.0 assessment upgrade at the next Surveillance 
Audit. 

4.2. The CAB shall use one of the following assessment types: 

 

 

4.3. The CAB shall determine whether the Principle 1 v2.0 assessment upgrade is conducted 
on-site or off-site depending on the existing surveillance level assigned to the fishery and 
the ability of the CAB to remotely verify information.    

4.3.1. Where an off-site assessment is conducted, the CAB shall provide a rationale in the 
announcement of how clause 4.3 is met. 

4.4. The team shall: 

 

 
 

4.5. The CAB shall evaluate the assessment components using all requirements in MSC 
Fisheries Standard Annex SA2 following the process as described in FCP Section 7.17 
and Section 7.18.  

4.6. The CAB shall complete the Principle 1 v2.0 upgrade assessment in compliance with 
timelines as set out in FCP 7.20.1 and 7.22.1. 

5. Reporting 

5.1. If the stock has been assessed against FCR v2.0 Annex SA, the CAB shall follow 5.1.1 – 
5.1.4. 

5.1.1. The CAB shall produce a single report using the ‘MSC Reporting Template’ and follow 
procedures outlined in FCP Sections 7.19.1, 7.19.2, 7.19.6 to 7.19.10, 7.24.3 and 7.24.4 
(exclusive of references to the Peer Review Draft Report and the Peer Review College). 

5.1.2. Reporting shall include: 

 
 
 



5.1.3. Where appropriate, the CAB shall populate sections of the ‘MSC Reporting Template’ 
from the existing Public Certification Report. 

5.1.4. The report, completed in accordance with 5.1.2, will be published as an Annex to the 
Surveillance Audit.  

5.1.4.1. If the Principle 1 v2.0 upgrade assessment is conducted outside of a Surveillance 
Audit, the CAB shall upload the report to the MSC database for publication on the 
MSC website. 

5.2. If the stock has not been assessed against FCR v2.0 Annex SA, the CAB shall follow 
5.2.1 – 5.2.5 

5.2.1. The CAB shall produce the following reports using the ‘MSC Reporting Template’ and 
follow procedures outlined in FCP Sections 7.19 to 7.23 and 7.24.1 to 7.24.4: 

 
 
 
 

5.2.2. Reporting shall include: 

 
 
 

5.2.3. Where appropriate, the CAB shall populate sections of the ‘MSC Reporting Template’ 
from the existing Public Certification Report. 

5.2.4. The minimum number of peer reviewers for Principle 1 v2.0 assessment upgrade shall 
be 1. 

5.2.5. All other requirements for peer review outlined in FCP Sections 7.14, 7.19.3-7.19.5 and 
7.20.9 shall apply. 

6. Certification 

6.1. The CAB shall make a determination regarding the Principle 1 assessment upgrade 
outcome and notify stakeholders in the Final Draft Report. 

6.2. If it determined that the scores from the Principle 1 assessment upgrade meet the 
requirements for certification, the CAB shall update the Fishery Certificate Statement and 
fishery certificate(s) in accordance to FCP v2.1 Section 7.24.6.3 and 7.25.3. 

6.3. If the determination is that the fishery has not met the requirements for certification, the 
CAB shall report this in the Final Draft Report and Public Certification Report and shall 
make no changes to the existing certificate, which shall remain valid. 

6.4. If the Principle 1 assessment upgrade results in continued certification, the CAB shall 
conduct a full Principle 1 assessment at re-assessment. 


